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ApTIST MINISTERS and MESSENGERS,- - 
Aſſembled at OLney, June 1, 2, 3, 17900. 


Maintaining the important Doctrines of three equal Perſons in the 
Godhead; ete and perſonal Election; otiginal Sin; particular 
Redemption; free Juſtification by the 8 Righteouſneſs of 
Ghriſt ; efficacious Grace in Regeneration; the final ASCE of .. 
real Believers ; the Reſurrection of the Dead; the future Judgment 
the eternal Happineſs of the Righteous ; and eyerlaſting Miſery. of 
the impenitent; with the congregational Order of the. Chutchts, > 
| TTW 1 


inviola ly; . . 
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from, meeting at Codnor, in Derbyſbire; Sutton-Aſhfield and 

5 3 in Nottinghamſhire ; Sheepſhead, Leiceſter, Sutton- 
in- the- Elms, and Arniby, in Leiceferſbire; Oakham, in Rutland; 

Braunſtone, Guilſborough, Clipſtone, Grettonz Kettering, Wal- 

3 grave, Moulton, Northampton, and Road, in NVortbamptonſhire, 
St. Alban's, in Hertfordfbire Spalding, in Lincolaſbire; and 
Sobam, in Cambridgeſhire. 
[Grace be to you, and Peace from God our Father, and frem the 
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AVING once more enjoyed an happy Interview with each other, 

1 we wou'd Tefirn thanks” unto our gracious God and Father for 
de Tame 3 and for the pleaſing Intelligence we received from moſt of 
e Churches, that they enjoy peace among themſelves, and continue 
rmly attached to the Truth, which we truſt they are alſo concerned 

d adorn by a uniform and exemplary Conduct. May the Lord cauſe 
dur Faith to grow exceedin gly,. and your loye to abound, towards 

ch other, and towards all Saints ; and grant that the Beauty of vital 
olineſs may ſhine forth among you, and that ye may be filled with the 
its of Righteouſneſs, which are by Chriſt Jeſus to the Glory of Gd. 
We chearfully embrace this returning opportunity, of exprefling by _ 
annual Epiſtle, the Chriſtian affection we bear towards you, and 
hearty. deſire to be inſtrumental in- promoting your ſpiritual wel- 
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Iney, in Buckinghamſhire ; Carlton and Thorn, in Bedfordſhires , 
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To the ſeveral Churches they repreſent, or have received Letters 


9 A 


fare. We rejoice, dear Brethren, for the Grace of which you are made 


partakers, conſidering you as already members of the general aſſembly 
and church of the firſt-born which are written in Heaven; united to- 


ether in one head Chriſt Jeſus ; bleſſed with all ſpiritual bleſſings in 
im; redeemed by his precious blood; made partakers of a high, a 


heavenly and a holy Calling; being begotten again upto a lively hope, 
to a rich, a glorious Inheritance, incorruptible and undefiled, and that 


fadeth not away, reſerved in heaven for you; and all flowing freely _ 


from the ſovereign, undeſerved, An eg, eternal and unchange- 
able Love of Jehovah, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. How great then 


1 


Is your telicity, how exalted your dignity! This honor have all his 
Saints.—But, Brethren, when we conſider that you are not yet entered 


into your Father's Kingdom above, but are travelling thro' the wilder. 
neſs of this world, in Which you are liable to meet with many tempta- 
tions and afflictions, with much darkneſs and many diſcouragements 


and dangers, and to feel much weakneſs and many diſtreſſing and per- 


plexing fears; we conclude that you have need of much inſtruction, 


exhortation, caution, direction and encouragement. We ea . pro- 
but 
, 8 


feſs, that we do not wiſh to exerciſe any dominion over your fai 
we wou'd fain be helpers of your joy, by imparting to you ſome ſpiri- 
tual gift, that you may be edified and comforted. ; 

In our laſt annual Letter, we laid before you ſome thoughts, concern- 
ing Communion with God, and the manner in which it ſhould be maintain- 


ed and carried on; and now, Brethren, we would deſire your attention 
to a few things relative to Chriftian PATIENCE, Patience is a hea- 


venly Grace, it cometh from above, from the Father of Lights, with 
whom is no variableneſs, neither ſhadow of turning. He is therefore 
called the God Patience. It is increaſed and promoted by the word 
of Chriſt, which he calls the Word of his PatienceF. And by the afflic- 


tions with which the people of God are exerciſed. Tribulation, or the 


ing of your faith worketh Patience f. It is an eſſential part of real 


Godlineſs, without which a perſon cannot be a complete Chriſtian. 


Hence, that Exhortation in the 1ſt of James, Let Patience have her 
rfe& work, that ye may be perfect and entire wanting nothing.”$ 
t is connected with Faith, Hope, Love, Meekneſs, Obedience and 
Comfort l. From whence it appears, to be of great utility and im- 
portance in the Chriſtian Life. OO" 
Patience conſiſts in bearing affliction without murmuring, enduring 
injuries without revenge, and in waiting for ſuſpended favours till Go 
ſees meet to beſtow them. Tribulations diſturb the calm of life, and 
trouble its waters; but Patience will ſtill the mind, reſtore its tran- 
guilty. and prefervye it in order, even in the midſt of the moſt diſtreſ- 
ng circumſtances., It is the oppoſite of Paſſion. It is that by which 
2 hold the reins of our ſpirits, or as our Lord expreſſes it, poe/s our 
ral ++, A 9 . 
We muſt expect, beloved, in the preſent world, to endure affii&#:ons 
from the band of God. At ſuch times paſſion would murmur and rebel, 
like 7ehoram, who in the time of famine flew in the face of God 17 5 | 


ſelf, 
Comp. Rom. xv. 5. with James i. 17. + Rom. iii. 10. ID 1 Rom. v. „ 
ames i. 3. QC Ver. 4 See 1 Th. i. 3. 1 Tim. vi. 11.—2 P. I. 5 


ke viii. 15,—Rom. ii. 2. viii. 25. XV. . © ++ Luke Xxi. 19. | 
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elf, ſayin \ This evil is of the Lord, why ſhould ] wait on the Lord any 
longer. Pat Patience, in like circumſtances, would enable us to ſay, 


with the Church in adverſity, I will bear the en ae of the Lord be- 


cauſe I have finned againſt him. +—Paſſion excited a better man than 
Jehoram to rebellion, and upon a much leſs trying occaſion. Jonah, 
in this temper of mind, fretted and fainted at the loſs of a gourd; 
whereas David, in the exerciſe of Patience, quietly ſubmitted, if God 
ſhould ſo order it, to the loſs of a kingdom. he ſay, I have no de- 
light in thee : behold, here am V, faid the good old king, let him do to me 
as ſeemeth good unto him. | 8 | * 
We muſt lay our accounts not only to ſuffer affliction from the hand of 
God, but to receive injurious treatment from the hands of men. None 
are exempted from this, if they live long-in the world ; and Chriſtians 
may expect an additional ſhare of it, on account of their attachment 
to that which condemns the conduct of the world. In theſe caſes Pai- 
ſion would ſeek immediate revenge, like Peter when he drew his ſword 
and cut off the ear of Malchus ; but the language of Patience is, Put up 
thy fbord into its place. Recompence to no man evil for evil. Avenge not 
yourſelves, but give place unto wrath : for it is written, Vengeance is mine, 
I wwill repay, ſaith the Lord. || | ? : 
Once more, we mult expect to waz? for a time, ere we enjoy thoſe good 
things on which our hopes and deſires terminate. It is good that a man 


ſhould both hope and quietly wwait for the Salvation of Fehovah. God ex- 


erciſed the patience of his people of old in this way. He brought them 
out of Egypt with a promiſe of reſt in Canaan, but he led them about 
for forty years ere it was accompliſhed. He gave his church the pro- 
miſe of his Son the Meſſiah; but one generation mult paſs away after 
another for four thouſand years, ere he comes, and all this to exerciſe 
their faith and patience.—God ſtill tries our patience in a ſimilar way. 
We have often to wait long in the path of duty, for an anſwer of prayer, 
for ſucceſs in our labours tor God, and for comfort under our trouble. 
Many like the ſtony-ground hearers, haye, experienced ſome kind 
of religious change, they have received the word with joy, and expected 
a ſucceſſion of pleaſures to attend them thro? life, and then to be taken 
to heaven; but finding as they have gone forward, temptations and 


perſecutions in their way, they have been offended, and fo have turned 


their backs upon God and religion. The oppoſite of this, Brethren, 
characterizes the true Chriſtian. His life is to bring forth fruit auch 
patience ; F—to hold out to the end ;—with patient continuance in well- 
doing, to ſeek for glory, honour and immortality ;—not to faint under 
preſent troubles, but to wait patiently for the coming of our Lord and 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, who will reward them that love his appearing, 
with a crown of glory that fadeth not away. 3 
Tie have now, Brethren, as well as formerly, need of patience, that after 
Je have done the will of God, ye may receive the promiſe. © Men for the 
moſt part deſire ſuch. a ſtate wherein they may have as little need and 
uſe of this grace as poſſible.” ++ But moſt who went to glory from 
is world, were ſuch as came out of great tribulations ; and we have 
no warrant to conclude that all hardſhips and difficulties are now taken 


out 
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out of the king's high road to Zion. Allow us therefore to offer a few 
things to your conſideration, which may have a tendency in ſuch exer- 
Ciſes, to direct and excite you in patience to poſſeſs your fouls. 

Firft then, Do not forget to loo up to God for the gracious and power- 
ful zxfluences of his Spirit, to ſubdue your impatience, to ſtrengthen 
the grace of patience in your hearts, and help you to live in the con- 
ftant exerciſe of it. Remember that he is the fountain of all life, grace 
and comfort; who is able to make all Grace to abound towards you and 
in you, and to do exceedingly abundantly above all that you can aſk or 
think, according to the power that worketh in you; and he hath pro- 
miſed to give his Holy Spirit to them that aſk for it. 5 

Secondly, We would have you, Brethren, to remember and well con- 
ſider the Loweline/s of Patience. It is a lovely grace, highly approved of, 
and greatly commended in the Word of God. Solomon ſays, The pa- 
tient in ſpirit is better than the proud in ſpirit. F The Apoſtle Paul com- 
mended the Theſſalonians for their Faith and Patience, which occaſioned 
him to glory concerning them in the Churches of God. 1 And our 
Lord himſelf expreſſed his approbation of this Grace, in the Epiſtles 
to the Churches at Epheſus and Philadelphia, which he commiſſioned 
John to ſend in his Name. | Hereunto all Saints are called; his is 
| table with God, as a main branch of our conformity to his will, 

and which tends greatly to his honour and glory. 5 Now whatever is 
lovely and of good report ſhould be obſeryed, ſhould be thought on, 
ſo as to be practiſed. & But there is nothing commendable or praiſe- 
worthy in a fretful, uneaſy, impatient, murmuring, envious, revengeful 
diſpoſition, which is the direct oppoſite of true chriſtian patience, and 
is an exceeding great evil, which God as an infinitely holy Being cannot 9 
but diſapprove of, and be much diſpleaſed with, and therefore it ſhould P 
not be indulged by us.—Do not, Brethren, miſtake mere political pru- 8 
dence for real patience. After Saul had been proclaimed King, the 
children of Belial deſpiſed him, and brought him no preſents, but he 7 
held his peace. He thought it prudent fo to do, but the hiſtory 3 
of his life proves that he had no experimental acquaintance with the 
Grace of elical patience— Much leſs is ſtoical apathy or ſtupid 15 
inſenſibility to be accounted chriſtian patience. True Patience is con- Fu 
ſiſtent with real ſenſibility and the fineſt feelings, being a concomitant 
of that Charity or Love deſcribed by the Apoſtle ; 44 which ſuf- 
fereth long, is kind; envieth not; vaunteth not itſelf, is not puffed 
up, doth not behave itſelf unſeemly, ſeeketh not her own, is not eaſily 
provoked, thinketh no evil ; rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in 
the truth; beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth all things, 
endureth all things. 7 | 
Thirdly, Remember, Brethren, that you are to be followers (imitators) 
of God, as dear Children. As he who hath called you is holy, fo are ye re- 
ired to be holy in all manner of converſation, and to be perfect as yout 
ather which is in heaven is perfect. 1 But God is the God Patient, 
the Exemplar as well as the Giver of it. You cannot therefore, be 
complete and entire followers of God without Patience. Conſider what 
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Patience, Forbearance and Lon g- ſuffering he hath exerciſed toward 
you. He has waited that he might be gracious unto you ; becauſe his 


compaſſions fail not, therefore you are not conſumed. How has he 


borne with your provocations, healed. your back-flidings, and reſtored 
peace and comfort to your ſouls, notwithſtanding your manifold tranſ- 
greſſions againſt him ! Surely this ſhould engage you to be patient in 
Tribulation, and patient towards all Men. | _ 
 Fourthly, Conſider the incarnate Redeemer as a pattern of Patience. 
When he aſſumed our Nature, and paſſed thro* the ſame wilderneſs in 
which you are now travelling, he had every poſſible trial of patience. 
In the days. of his humiliation patience had her perfe& — 5 And 
herein he hath 4% you an example that you ſhould follow bis feps. His 
Sufferings and Afflictions were unparalleled, but his Patience was in- 
vincible under all manner of Provocations and Temptations. He bore 
the moſt acute. Senſations of Sorrow with the greateſt Humility, Meek- 
neſs, Patience, and calm Reſignation to his heavenly Father, without 
once murmuring or rep He met the vileſt Reproaches, and the 
moſt cruel Injuries from Men, without any ng Ogre of an angry, 
revengeful diſpoſition againſt his enemies. In his greateſt ſufferings 
he prayed for them, ſaying, Father forgive them for they Know not 
what they do. Dear Brethren, let this mind be in you which was in Cbri 
Jeſus. + He invites you to garn of him, and aſſigns this reaſon for it, 
Jam meek and lowly in heart ; declaring for your encouragement, that 
you ſhall find reſt unto your fouls. 7 | 5 
 Fifthly, Remember, Brethren, you are act to be ſothful, but followers 
of them, who thro faith and patience inherit the promiſes. 4 _« Faith and 
patient long-ſuffering are the only way whereby profeſſors of the Goſ- 
pel may attain reſt with God in the accompliſhment of the promiſe.” 
Conſider well the Afflictions, Temptations and Trials of the moſt emi- 
nent Saints of God upon record in the holy Scriptures ; and with what 
Faith and Patience they endured them. Look over the account given 
of many in the XIth of Hebrews. Moſes was exerciſed with many and 
great difficulties, burdened with many grievous trials, yet he endured 
them with meekneſs and patience, as /eeing him that is znvifible, far be 
had reſpect unto the e r of reward. | Holy Jab met with great 
lofſes, and accumulated afflictions, in the midſt of which he could ſay, 
Naked came I out of my mother's womb, and naked ſball I return thither ; 
the Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away ; bleſſed be the name of the 
Lord. ¶ David, the man after God's own heart, compares his afflic- 
tions and diſtreſſes to being in az horrible 2 and in miry clay, in which 
fituation he nevertheleſs waited patiently for Febowah, who heard and 
delivered him, ſet his feet on a rock, eftabliſhed his goings, and put a new 
Jong into his mouth, even praiſe unto his Cad. Feremiab who had ſeen 
affliction by the rod of God's wrath, could yet atteſt, that iz is good that. 
a Man ſpaul both hope and quietly wait for the ſalvation of the Lord. ++ 
The Prophet Micah repreſenting the Church under great affliction and 


diſcouragement, ſays, Therefore will I look unto the Lord, I will wait for 


2be God of my Salvation. 11 The Prophet Habakkuk expreſſes great faith 
and patience under peculiarly diſtreſſing circumſtances, Alibo the fig- 


tree 
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tree fhall not bloom, neither ſhall fruit be in the wine, the labor of the olive 
Hall fail, and the field ſhall yield no meat, the flocks ſhall be cut off from fold, 
* and there ſhall be no herd in the ftalls : yet will I xtjoice in Fehovah, I will 
| joy in the God of my Salvation. The Apoſtles of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
and other primitive Chriſtians, endured a great fight of affiitions, and 


_ 200k joyfully the ſpoiling of their Goods, knowing in themſelves that they had in 


beawven a better and an enduring ſubſtance. Wherefore, Brethren, ſeeing 


ve have ſo many bleſſed examples before us, Let us lay afide every weight, 


und the fin which doth ſo eaſily beſet us, and run with PATIENCE the 


race that is ſet before us, looking unto Jeſus the author and finiſher Y. faiths ?- 


aubo for the joy that was ſet before him, endured the croſs, deſpifing the ſhame, 
and is ſet down at the right hand of the throne of God. F©—o_y:” © 
Sixthly, To encourage you in the exerciſe of this Grace of Patience, 
let us remind you of the end and deſign of God in all the affiitions he ſuf- 
fers to befall his children. Conſider that he doth not affli willingly, nor 
grieve the children of men, but he doth it for our profit, that we might be 
partakers of his holineſs. Now indeed no chaſtening for the preſent ſermeth 
to be joyous, but grievous : nevertheleſs, afterward it yieldeth the peaceable 
fruit of righteoujneſs, unto them which are exerciſed thereby. 4 Hence one, 
whoſe ſufferings as well as labors were more abundant than thoſe of his 
Brethren, (tho? they all had a plentiful ſhare of afflictions and trials,) 
could confidently declare, Ne know that all things work together for good, 
to them thats love God, to them who are the called according to his purpoſe: 5 
- Feb amidſt all his diſtreſſes expreſſed his faith in this comfortable truth, 
when he ſaid, He knoweth the way that I take, and when he hath tried me 
1 ſhall come forth as gold. | Remember then, beloved, when you are 
in heavineſs thro manifold temptations," there is a needs-be for it; and that 
the trial of your faith being much more precious than of gold that perifheth, 
ſhall be found unto praiſe and honour and glory at the appearing of -Feſus 
Chrift. & Is not this then a reaſon why you ſhould patiently endure 
the croſs that may be laid upon you, and ſtand ſtill and wait for the 
Salvation of God ? Carefully guard 8 a peeviſh, fretful, murmur- 
ing, impatient, angry, revengeful diſpoſition, which is ſo contrary to 
the nature and tendency of the Goſpel, offenſive to God, and deſtruc- 
tive to your own peace and happineſs. Conſider how neceſſary is the 
exerciſe of Patience, in order to your enjoying the comfort of the Scrip- 
tures; and your bringing forth fruit unto God, as ſuch who are waiting 
and hoping for the promiſed: bliſs and glory. Remember your croſſes, 
trials and afflitions are but for a ſeaſon; and how ſhort a feaſon, when 
compared with an eternity of happineſs ! Why then ſhould ſuch tranſitory 
troubles diſcompoſe your ſouls, and carry them out of your power? Pati- 
ence will enable you to maintain a ſedate ſelf- poſſeſſion, and to anticipate 
the promiſed reſt. 'Tho? afflictions may be many, yet out of them all, the 
righteous ſhall be delivered. God has promiſed it, who is able and faithful 
to perform it. Soon ſhall the ran/omed of the Lord return and come to Zion 
above with Songs, and everlaſting Foy upon their heads, they ſhall obtain Jy 
and Gladneſs, and Sorrow and Sighing ſhall fiee away. There they ſhall hunger 
no more, neither thirſt any more, neither ſhall the Sun light on them, nor any heat; 
for the Lamb who is in the midſt of the throne, ſhall feed them, and ſpall - 
them 
| 5 = 
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joys of the heavenly world. Hence, ſays: the triumphant Apoſtle, / 


by the Holy Spirit aubich is given unte us. & Ever remember that the 
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| Flee from every Sin. Be concerned thro? the Spirit to mortify every 


aid, I will never leave thee, nor forſake thee. ** Watch unto prayer with ' 


pel of Chriſt... Hold faſt what you have, that no man take your Crown. 1. 


them abide with you. Do not content yourſelves with barely reading 


are /anclified., Amen. 
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them unto living fountains of waters, and God Call wipe away all tears 
from their eyes. * © Conſider, Brethren, how great will be the reward of 
the inheritance ! What inconceivable bliſs and glory is prepared for 
you in heaven ! Surely it is worth waiting and ſuffering for! All your 
croſſes, temptations and afflictions muſt vaniſh away, and bz as it were 
annihilated, when compared with the unfading glory and everlaſting 


\ 


reckon that the Sufferings of this preſent life, are not worthy to be compared. 
avith the glory which ſhall be revealed in us. 1 Vea, more than this, he 
aſſures us, that Our light Afliction, which is but for a Moment, worketh 
for us a far more nes. and eternal weight of Glory. t 1 
Let it therefore, dearly Beloved, be your conſtant endeavour, by the | 
grace of God, to be patient in your tribulations ; &nowing that tribula- 
tion worketh patience; and patience, experience ; au experience, hope + and 
hope maketh not aſhamed, becauſe the love of God is ſhed abroad. in our hearts, 


gracious influences of the Spirit of God, are abſolutely neceſſary, for 
the health and proſperity of your ſouls, and far your perſeverance and 
growth in grace. Take heed, Brethren, that you do not grieve him, 
by any ſinful indulgence, and thus cauſe him to withdraw from you. 


corrupt diſpoſition, to curb and ſubdue every inordinate affectibn, and 
bitter paſſion. Abhor that which is evil; cleave to that which is good . 
Do juſtly, love merty, walk humbly with God. With full purpoſe of heart 
cleave unto the Lord. Be content with ſuch things as ye have, for he hath 


all perſeverance. #4 Converſe much with the word of God. Regularly 
attend on his worſhip, in private and public. For/ake not the Afjjembling 
of yourſelves together. Let your whole Con verſation be as becometh the Gf 


Brethren, we wiſh theſe hints may be received by you in Love. Let 


them once or twice, and then laying them out of ſight, but frequently 
turn to them, and pray that they may be uſeful to you. And we be- 
ſeech you forget not to pray for us. We are yet in the wilderneſs as 
well as you. Being men of like paſſions with yourſelves, and equally 
expoſed to afflictions and crofles, temptations and trials, we need the 
ſame grace with you; and ſtand in like need of exhortations, inſtruc- 


tions, directions, cautions and encouragements. Pray therefore that 


we may be comforted in all our tribulation, -h we may be able to com- 
fort others who are in any trouble, by the comfort guhereguith we ourſelves 
are comforted of God, O that we may be hund in patience, and thus be 
enſamples to the people of God. Now may gh Lerd direct all our hearts 
into the Love of God, and into the patient waiting for Chriſt. Thus we 
conclude, commending you to God, and to the word of his Grate, which ts 
able to build you up, and to give you an inheritance among all them which 


Signed on behalf of the Brethren, 
JOHN GILL, Moderator. . 
* If. xxxv. 11. Rev. vii. 16, 17. ＋ Rom. Ain | 7 a Cor. 1 17. 


Rom. v. 3—5. Rom. xii. 9. Hieb. Xiil, 3. Eph. vi. 18. 
1 Heb. X. 25. Phil. 1. 27. Rev. 11s 11. : 11 " f 
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week, June 35, 1791. Brother 


| MINUTE 8s. 


T, Eweninę VI. We aſſembled, and brother Gill was choſen Mode- 
rator. 
the Churches, and minuted their Contents. Brother Heighton, of Road, 
concluded. 

Wedneſday 
Ayre, Green, Carey, T. Edmonds, and Payne, engaged in prayer. 
At X, 30, began public worſhip, having a moveable pulpit placed near 
the window, out of which the lights bad been taken, that ſeveral hundreds, 
who could not get into the Meeting-houſe, might hear in an adjacent 


yard, which was filled with convenient ſeats. After ſinging, (which was 


repeated at ſuitable intervals,) Brother Greenwood, of Oakham, prayed, 
and Brother Fuller preached from 2 John, 83. Look to yourſelves, that 


< we loſe not thoſe things which we have wrought, but that we re- 


4 ceive a full reward.” Brother Morris, of Clipflone, prayed. Brother 
Hall, ſenior, preached from Acts xx. 24. But none of theſe things move 
« me; neither count I my life dear unto myſelf, ſo that I might finiſh my 
< courſe with joy, and the miniſtry which I have received of the Lord 
4 Jeſus, to teſtify the goſpel of the grace of God.” Brother Hopper, of 
Nottingham, concluded the opportunity in prayer. 1 

Evening, VI. Met again; Brother Vialer, from Batth in Suſſex, prayed, 
Brother Francis, late of Exeter, preached from 2 Tim. iv. 6. The time 
« of my departure is at hand.” Brother Fawkner, of Thorn, concluded 
the public worſhip in prayer; after which the circular Letter, drawn up 
by Brother Gill, was read to the Miniſters and Meſſengers, by whom it was 
approved, and ordered to be printed. | 

Thurſday Morning, VIII. Brother ef, of Carlton, began in prayer. We 
then related the dealings of God with us as Miniſters, and a few of the pe- 
culiar exerciſes of our minds in the year paſt, which hath frequently been 
acknowledged, both by miniſters and people, to be very profitable. Bro- 
ther Rylaud, jun. prayed. Settled the account of the Aſſociation Fund. 
Agreed to allow two guineas for the encouragement of the Lecture at 
Burton-upon-Trent, where a door is lately providentially opened for preach- 
ing the Goſpel, with a pleaſing proſpect of uſefulneſs; and three guineas 
more for other charitable uſes. We wiſh the Churches would more gene- 
rally, and liberally, ſubſcribe to the fund, that we might extend its uſeful- 
neſs to a greater variety of pious purpoſes. | | Po Ee 

Agreed to receive the church at Braunſtone into this aſſociate connection. 
The Moderator concluded in prayer. 


State of the Churches fince the laft Aſſeciation, 
Upon a profeſſion of faith - - 7 


Adden By letters of recommendation 7 
Reſtored after excluſio n 3 
2 ts 
%%% ME on or OR LS Dn 7 
Diminiſhed Diſmiſſion to other churches - -< 2 
Excluſion 2 M > - 7 
1 


The next Aſſociation to be at Oax Hau, on the Wedneſday in Whitſun 
Burton and Gill ro preach; in caſe of failure, 
Brother Weſt and Sutclif. 5 

a Put up at the Crown, 
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rother Burton, of Sutton- A/bfield, prayed. Read the Letters from 


Morning VI. Met again: Brethren Simmonds, Goodrich, Craps, 


d 
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We would have added here, a brief Account of the State of the Baptif 
Churches in ENGLAND, and in NoRTH- AMERICA, extracted from their laſt 
year's Aſſociation Letters: but tho' conſiderable pains were taken to pro- 
cure the American Accounts, we have not been able to obtain any of their 
Letters for 1789.—But it is ſuppoſed the following particulars, relative to 
our Churches in ENGLAND and WALEs, may not be unacceptable. < 

All the Calviniſtic Baptiſt Churches in ENGLAND are above three hundred, 
excluſive of thoſe in WALEs, but many of them are not united in any Al- 
ſociation. 8 f „„ | 

By an authentic, but private Account, of the Ve Aſſocistion, con- 
fiſting of xlvi Churches, we learn, that they had large additions to ſeveral 
of them, both hie year and /aft; in ſome Churches more than 60 Members 
were added in a year. The Sum total was as follows : 5 


+ Baptized 603, Reftored 50; Added 653. 2 1 
87, Excluded 1013 Diminiſbed 188. : Increaſed 46s 


Bapt. 544, Recd: by Letter 7, Reſt. 42; Add. 593.7 . 
W's ; Dead 84, Diſmiſſed I Excl. 1023 Dim. 221 Inc. 407 | 


They are henceforward to be formed into three diſtinct Aſſociations, the 
North, Eaſt and Weſt. f g | 
| As to the Engliſh Aſſociations in 1789, 


The Weflern conſiſting of xxxix Churches, met at Horſley in Glouceflerfhire. 
Bapt. 165, By Letter 6, Reſt. 6 Add. 177. 7 Inc vs 
Dead 74, Diſmiſed 3, Excl. ;: Dim. $9.37 3, 


The Bourton Aſſociation of xvi Churches met at Eveſbam in Worcefterfoire. 


Bapt. 96, By Let. 8, Reſt. o; Add. 104 $ 1 1 
Dead 18, Diſm. 1, Excl. 12; Dim. 31 73 


The Kent and Suſſex Aſſociation, xi Churches, met at Abford. 4 5 


Bapt. 56, By Let. 3, Reſt. o; Add. 59 1 
Dead x 15 Diſm. go Excl. 203 Dim. 32 F ln. wo 


The York/hire and Lancaſhire Aſſociation of xvii Churches, met at Chagh- 


Fold in Lancaſbire, and printed a Letter on the Order of a Goſpel Church, 


but gave no account of their numbers. | 

Our own Aſſociation was firſt planned at Kettering, Oct. 17, 1764. at a 
preparatory meeting of Miniſters, by the Rev. Meſfrs. Brown, Woodman, 
Hall, Evans, Moſes Deacon, and Walker ; then Paſtors of the Churches at 
Kettering, Sutton-in-the- Elms, Arnſby, Foxton, Walgrave, and Olney. And the 
firſt Aſſociation was held at Kettering, May 14, 15, 1765, when a circular 
Letter was written, drawn up by Brother Evans, but not printed. 

The Table ſubjoined will ſhew <where the following Meetings have been 


held; the clear Increaſe or Decreaſe ; the writers of the Letters, and the 
Subjects on which they principally treated. | | | 


Moſes Deacon 


II. 1766 Olney Inc. 13 

III. 1567 Kettering Inc. 2: Jobn Brown 

IV. 1768 Olney Inc. 37 Robert Hall, ſemar | 

V. 1769 Northampton Inc. 38 J. Ryland, ſeuior Aſſiſtance of God. 
* 1770 Kettering Inc. 66 F. Martin Election. 

VII. 1771 Olney Inc. 41 F. Woodman Original Sin. 

VIII. 1772 -Leicefler Inc. 14 K. Hall, ſenior Redemption. 

IX. 1773 Northampt. Inc. 4x Jo Gill Juſtification. 


X. 1774 


( 10 


X. 1774 Carlten Inc. 3 YFohn Evans Regeneration. 
Xl. 1775 Kettering Inc. 137 Iſaac Woodman Perſeverance. 
XII. 1776 Olney Inc. 37 Rob. Hall, en. The Trinity. 
XIII. 1777 Oakham Inc. 17 F. Ryland, jen. Goſpel Church. 
XIV. 2778 Leicefler Inc. 23 Richard Hopper Duty of Church- 
j Members. 
XV. 1779 Northampt. Inc. 53 Job Sutcliff Providence. 
XVI. 1780 Carlton Inc. 33 K. Hall, ſeniur Repentance. 
XVII. 1781 Kettering Inc. 17 K. Hall, ſenior Faith. 1 
XVIII. 1782 Olney Dec. 8 Andrew Fuller Hope. 
XIX. 1783 | St. Alban's Dec. 7 Jobn Gill Love. 
XX. 1784 Nottingham Dec. 7 FJ. Ryland, jun. Hunility. 
h WIRES Enquiry into the 
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p ligion. 
XXII. 1786 Northampt. Inc. 52 Jobn Sutcl. Lord's Day. 
XXIII. 1787 Leicefler' Inc. 44 R. Hopper Family and Cloſet 
: Religion. 


XXIV. 1783 Kettering Inc. 32 R. Hall, ſenior Evil of Sin and 


Dignity of Chriſt. 


XXV. 1789 Spalding Inc. 31 R. Hall, ſenior Communion. 
XXVI. 1790 Olney Iac. 51 FJohn Gill Patience. 


Tho' we have been diſappointed of receiving the American Letters, one 
of our Miniſters received a Letter from Dr. Stillman, Paſtor of the firſt Bap- 
tiſt Church in Boffox, New-England, dated Nov. 4, 1789, in which he briefly 
confirms what he had mentioned before, of the happy State of North-Cars- 
Ena and Virginia, and ſays, „God has wrought wonders among the people 
in that part of America. Hundreds have been hopefully wrought upon. 
Mr. Backus of Middleborough viſited them laſt year, and was an eye-witnels 
of the outpouring of the Spirit of God upon them.“ He adds, that Mr. 
Backus has written to the Rev. Mr. Tim. Thomas of London, and he ſuppoſes 


has been particular in his account of this work of God, If ſo, we hope that 


Gentleman will ſoon favour the public, or his Brethren at leaſt, with a 
more circumſtantial narrative. NE 
Meanwbile as we earneſtly wiſh you to love ALL who love our LorD 
Ixsus CHrirsT in fincerity, whether of our particular denomination, or 
not; ſo we have no doubt but it will give you pleaſure, to hear a few par- 


ticulars, relative to the ſucceſs of the Goſpel, by our p-dobaptift Brethren. | 


We have been aſſured that ſome pleaſing inftances of the revival of Reli- 
gion, have been lately experienced, in ſeveral places of the Commonwealth 
of MASSACHUSETTS; eſpecially at Conway; and under Mr. WEST of 
Stackbradge, who about five years ago, publithed An Examination of the Doc- 
trine of Atonement, which ſhews him to be a very able Divine. ; | 
The work of God among the Indian Natives of America, ſtill goes for- 
ward, under Mr. Kirkland, of which our Brother Rippen printed a ſhort 
Account, at the cloſe of a Sermon by Mr. Occom the Indian, which he re- 
1 two years ago.— And there is another Miſſionary among them, 
r. Serjeant, (whoſe Father preceeded Mr. Edwards. in the Miſſion at 
Stockbridge,) who has lately had conſiderable ſucceſs. —Another worthy 
Miniſter aſſures bis correſpondent, that Tho' licentiouſneſs ia principles 
and manners have awfully advanced in America, ſince the commencement 
of the late War ; and much pains have been taken to ſpread fome erroneous 
ſentiments; yet © there are revivals almoſt every year in ſome places of 
New- England; and the number of ſerious experimental preachers as great 
as at auy time fur 20 or 30 years palt,” 4% Wo 
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We mention theſe hints, on purpoſe to ſtir you up to more fervent prayer 
for the Cauſe of Chriſt at large, eſpecially at the monthly prayer meetings, 
which we hope will be attended diligently by all our Congregations. He 
Muft reign. Bleſſed is every one that is fincerely engaged in promoting his 

. kingdom; but how ſhall they eſcape the Curſe of Meroz who are indiffe- 
rent to its advancement, or who labour to obſtruct it? Surely it is a de- 
lightful thought, and peculiarly ſeaſonable at this time, when Europe is 
filled with wars and rumours of war, that The mighty ſtruggles and 
conflicts of nations, and ſhakings of kingdoms, and thoſe vaſt ſucceſſive 
changes that are brought to paſs, in the itates and empires of the world, 
from one age to another, are the travail-pangs af the creation, in order to 
bring forth this glorious event,“ the univerſal triumph of evangelical truth - 
among all nations in the latter days. (See p. 47. of that charming piece of 
Mr. Edwards, On prayer for the Revival of Religion, lately republiſhed 
by Brother Sutchf. Sold by Aſh, Button, and Lepard. Pr. 9d.) | 
The aſtoniſhing Revolution in France, and the increaſing thirſt among 
the nations after civil and religious Liberty, ſhould uy encourage us to 
ot pray, that they may alſo —_ > ante mn evangelical Liberty, or the en 
0 


— 


Liberty of the Children of |! The revolt of the Pope's own Subjects 
id in Avignion, where thoſe Antichriſtian Pontiffs once reſided for 7o- years, 


t. from 1307, affords ſome additional encouragement to hope for the approach- 
1 ing downfal of myſtical Babylon.-May the ravenous Beaff DEsroTISM, 
which has ſo long ſupported the Harlot Fals E RELIGION, be ſhortly ſlain, , 
by the well-tempered, great and ftrong ſword of Jehovah ! | 


E We are alſo glad to hear that a favourable change reſpecting evangelical 
» Religion has taken place in Pry/ia, ſince the Acceſſion of the preſent King, 
ly This appears by an Edict, dated July 1788, in which that Monarch con- 
» firms former Edits for the Security of Calviniſts, Lutherans, Roman-Ca- 
le tholics, Jews, Mennonites, Hernhutters, and thoſe of other denominations 
n. whole principles are conſiſtent with the good of civil Society. But whereas 
ls it is rumoured, that diſguiſed Jeſuits are ſecretly infinuating themſelves - 
. into Proteſtant countries to make proſelytes, he enjoins all endeavours to 
es diſcover ſuch emiſſaries, and report them to the Spiritual Courts. And he 
at prohibits all change of what is eſſential in the Creeds and Confeilions,” and 2. 
a even in the Canons and Liturgies of the Reformed and Lutheran Churches: 7 
tho' he allows aboliſhing uſages not eſſential, and altering expreſſions no- 
D in diſuetude. This he deemed the more neceſſary, as he obſerved with 
Ir regret long before his mounting the throne, many Proteſtant clergymen, | 
r depreciating the authority of ſcripture, corrupting the ſacred records, or 7h: 
u. explaining them away, and repreſenting ſaitb in our Lord's atonement, and 
i- other eſſential doctrines as ill- founded or. ſuperfluous. . He therefore pro- 
th hibits all Proteſtant Clergymen and Teachers, in his dominions, under the 
of pain of being deprived of their Offices, openly or ſecretly, to ſpread theſe 
c errors, and to ſubſtitute their own fancies inſtead of the eſſential articles 
contained in the eſtabliſned confeſſions. They were admitted to their offices 
- on condition of adhering to theſe articles, and cannot therefore retain them 
rt if they teach otherwiſe. He infringes not however their right of private 
e- judgment, and joining another ſect, which if they openly do, they are al- ; 
n, lawed the exerciſe of their liberty. But thoſe. who in Sermons or Books 
at Oppoſe the doctrines contained in the old confeſſions, mult leave the elta- '” 
'y WH ÞPliſhed church, whoſe principles they undermine, and give up a charge for- 
es which change of ſentiment has unfitted them. The King enjoins care to 
nt be taken that offices in Churches, Schools, and Univerſities, be ſupplied” 
us with men, - whoſe conviction of the truths they are employed to teach, is 
of not doubted. While he thus provides for his ſubjects teachers of pure 
at Chriſtianity, he leaves it to every one's conſcience what improvement he 
. {hall or ſhall not make of that advantage. — This is an amazing change, * 
ä ; | the 
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the late King of Pru/ia was a great encoutager of a Socinian Clergy, whe: 
indeed, fome of them bordered very nearly on Deiſm, Ia a Book entitled, 


Freymuthige Betrachtungen, i. e. Free Thoughts, The 29 7 Atone- 
ment of Chriſt, Original Sin, Eternity of Hell Torments, the Inſpiratiog 


of Seripture, &c. were attacked. His late Majeſty prefixed to the Book, 
an inhibition to the Univerſity of Hall to cenſure it, Dr, Teller, one of his 
Chpimgns baving approvediat,, To: 
It is to be hoped, theſe wiſe and juſt regulations will check the progreſs Þ 
of $6cinianiſm in Praſſa, where it had been ſpreadingi#; wage as well as 
in other parts of e THCLLAND was in danger of this Me Infection, 
by Dutch tranſlations of ſome of the moſt dangerous German and Englim, 
Books. Of her own growth however, and without "importation, ſhe has 
ſupplied excellent antidotes, partly by able argumentative treatiſes, parti, 
by expoſing to ridicale the inconſiſtency and diſhoneſty of the pretended 
new reformers, and the unchriſtian and immoral tendency. of their ſchemes, “ 
A Society has been erected at the Hague for defending pure Chriſtianity, 
who have propoſed prizes for the beſt defences of ſeveral 'important doe? 
.trines, and anſwers to their modern oppoſers.— Two or three you ago 
our King as Electer of Hanover, propoſed a prize for the beſt diſcourſe du 
the Divinity of Chriſt, the Univerſity of Gottingen being judges. A 
Theſe intereſting.tidings we were willing to diffuſe, to excite and en- 
courage your united ſupplications for the ſutceſs of the Goſpel. O that 
it were poſſible to provoke the Zeal of many for Truth and Righteouſneſs." 
We lament that nothing more has been done in our own Country, to op? 
poſe Socinian errors, not with the diſgraceful aid of carnal weapons, but 
with ſcriptural Arguments. Tho' it appears to us right and equitable th 
men ſhould be excluded from the benefices of a community, while theß 
are engaged in oppoſition to its firſt and eſſential principles; yet, far be 88 
from us to wiſh them to lie under any reſtraint from the free exerciſe or 
their religion, or to be expoſed to any civil diſqualifications on that a6" 
count, e wiſh to treat the worſt Enemies of the Truth fairly. 1 
them have no pretence. to inſinuate that we durſt not face them, if h 
ſword of the Civil Magiſtrate were not held over their heads to intimidate 
them. The ſword of the Spirit which is the Word of God is enough fe 
us. Away with all other means of defending evangelical truth. et un 
uſe no weapons in God's cauſe, but what are taken from his on Armoury. 
But theſe we cannot uſe with too much diligence. The tzflimony of S,, 
ture and ſound Reaſon are the arms of our Warfare. Dr. yang of Brifhl 9 
has employed them to good purpoſe, againſt Dr. Prigſtley, and att thei 
oppoſers of the Doctrine of Redemption, in his Four excellent Sermons o 
the Atonement, lately publiſhed : and fo has Dr. EDPwADsS of New. Ha 
in his Anſwer to Dr. Chauncey and others, who oppole the Juſtice of Heaven" 
in the eternal puniſhment of the finally impenite nt. 
- £7 Brother Rirrox of London, is in daily expectation of receiving the Americana 
Aſſociation Letters, and deſigns to inſert extracts. from them, and to reprint all the# 
Engliſh Aſſociation Letters of this year, in one Volume, under the Title of, 1 
Baptift Annual Regiſter. The price not to exceed 18. | ERS 


Dr. Eine of Edinburgh, has juſt publiſh'd' a 1zmo. Volume of, Sketches and H, 
c Church ſtery, and Theological troverſy Chiefly tranſlated or abridged from modes 
foreign riters ::Containing 2 excellent reaſonings againſt Socinianiſm ; and intereſt? 
ing Information relative to the above Facts; with many other particulars, well deſerving 
the Attention of intelligent perſons, who regard the Primitive G oſpel. | . F 4 

Lately' publiſh. The RrALTLITY and Eyyicacy of Dbivixx Grace; with the" 4 
certain Succeſs of Cnz1sT's SUFFERINGS, in behalf of al who are finally ſaved : Co 
fidered, in a Series of Letters to the Rev. Andrew Fuller: Containing, Remarks upem 
the Obſervations of the Rev. Dar 2 Mr. Fuller's Reply to Philamhropch 
EY AcxosTos. Sold by Lepard, Mir, Neweate-Street, London. Price 1s 
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